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(Continued from page 6) 

  April Weather Almanac (from NOAA, National Climatic Data Center for SeaTac Airport) 

Avg High Avg Low Warmest Ever Coldest Ever Avg Precipitation 

58.2
 42.1
 85
 (1976) 29
 (1975) 2.59” 
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Proposed Amendment to Article IV of Innis Arden Club Bylaws 

Adding Section 7:  Compliance Procedures for Violation 
Of the Bylaws, Rules, and Regulations of the Association 

The Club has inherent authority under the Mutual Restrictive Ease-
ments as well as pursuant to state statute (RCW 64.38.020(11)) to 
establish procedures for obtaining compliance with and levying rea-
sonable fines for violation of the bylaws, rules, and regulations of the 
Association.  This bylaw implements that authority. The compliance 
process is intended to provide a mechanism to resolve complaints 
and impose fines as a supplement to other means of enforcement.  
The process described in this section should be construed and admin-
istered in light of the Club’s intention to provide a fair and efficient 
means of obtaining compliance.  The establishment of this system 
does not obligate the Club in any instance to pursue compliance or 
enforcement action. Nor does it authorize direct or indirect interfer-
ence in any way with the Club’s independent authority to enforce the 
Mutual Restrictive Easements, bylaws, rules, regulations, and poli-
cies; to approve or disapprove plans, building sites, or other matters; 
or to regulate and enforce in any way.  
  
       (a) Provisions For Which Fines May Be Levied:  The fol-
lowing provisions of the Mutual Restrictive Easements shall consti-
tute the initial designated provisions which are subject to enforce-
ment under this Bylaw (the titles below refer to the titles given to 
these provisions in the Mutual Restrictive Easements themselves): 
¨ Building restrictions 
¨ Moving of buildings, construction of outbuildings 
¨ Prosecution of construction work 
¨ Excavation, digging of wells 
¨ Refuse disposal, storage of material 
¨ Fences, hedges 
¨ Noxious use of property:  spite fences 
¨ Billboards, signs 
View preservation amendment 
The Club Board may adopt as necessary additional rules and regula-
tions, which are subject to enforcement by levying of fines.   

(b) Compliance Committee:  The Board will ap-
point a Compliance Committee, to be chaired by a member of the 
Board, which will assist the Board in administration of the compli-
ance process and provide advice to the Board on compliance com-
plaints. The Committee shall consist of no fewer than three members 
appointed by the Board at least one of whom must be a member of 
the Board. The Committee will function as an advisory body only. 
All final actions and decisions under this bylaw will be taken by the 
Board itself.  Nothing in this section or the Bylaws in general shall 
be deemed or construed as waiving, burdening, or interfering with 
Club authority to take any action, including but not limited to seek-
ing injunctive or declaratory relief directly in Superior Court, which 
the Board deems necessary to ensure compliance with any provision 
of the Mutual Restrictive Easements, By-Laws, Rules and Regula-
tions or other provisions governing the Innis Arden community. 

 
(c) Compliance Process: The compliance resolution 

process will function as follows: 

  
(1) Complaint Initiation: 

Complaints must be submitted in writing to the Compliance Com-
mittee. All complaints must provide as complete information as pos-
sible concerning an alleged violation and must be signed and submit-
ted by a member/shareholder of the Club. 

 
(2) Notice of Complaint: 

The Committee shall provide notice of the complaint to the member/
shareholder whose lot is the subject of the complaint by registered 
mail, Federal Express, or other similar means.  Notices will be sent 
to the address on record for the member/shareholder with the Club.  
It is the responsibility of all members/ shareholders to make sure that 
the Club has a current address for receipt of such official communi-
cations from the Club.  The member/shareholder shall be advised of 
the opportunity to submit a response within thirty (30) days from the 
date of mailing or transmittal of the complaint.  The response shall 
be submitted in writing and shall provide as complete information as 
possible to assist in an initial assessment of the complaint. 

 
(3) Initial Determination by Committee: 

The Compliance Committee will, upon receipt of the initial response 
or, if no response is received when the thirty (30) day initial response 
period has expired meet as soon as possible in open session and de-
termine whether there is sufficient basis to process the complaint 
further. If the Committee decision is to recommend further review, it 
shall notify the parties of that decision in writing using a method 
described in c (1) above.    No Board action is necessary unless the 
Committee determines that the Club should decline to pursue the 
complaint.  In that instance, the Committee’s determination shall be 
submitted as a recommendation to the Board.  The Board shall then 
review the parties’ submissions to the committee, the committee 
recommendation, and then accept the recommendation and dismiss 
the complaint or reverse and direct that the complaint be further 
processed.   

 
(4) Appeal Hearing and Notice: 

(a) If it is determined  that the complaint should proceed to hearing 
before the Board, the Board shall using a notice method specified in 
c (1) give the parties notice of a hearing within approximately thirty 
(30) days, depending on the schedule of the Board. The Board will 
endeavor to accommodate the schedules of the parties, but will not 
permit undue delays.   The notice of hearing from the Board shall 
inform the parties that, if they wish to request a change in hearing 
date, such request must   be submitted within ten (10) days of the 
date of the Board’s notice.  The letter notifying the parties of the 
hearing may also, at the Board’s discretion, invite the parties to pro-
vide materials concerning the dispute prior to the hearing to facilitate 
Board preparation. Any party making such a submission to the Board 
shall at the same time provide copies to the opposing party as well. 
 
(b) The notice that a hearing has been scheduled before the Board 
shall also advise the parties that they may request that an outside 
arbitrator rather than the Board hear the matter. Any such request, to 
be valid, must be received by the Board within ten (10) days of trans-
mittal of the Board’s hearing notice. The requesting party may then 
select an arbitrator from a list of qualified outside arbitrators estab-
lished by the Club. Said list shall include at a minimum, in addition 
to individuals available as arbitrators, at least one organization rec-
ognized as maintaining a panel of qualified outside arbitrators. If 
both parties request arbitration and cannot agree on selection of one 
arbitrator from the list, then the Board President shall designate the 
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arbitrator. The party requesting outside arbitration shall be responsi-
ble and liable for all costs and fees associated with use of the arbitra-
tor, unless both parties agree on arbitration in which case the costs 
and fees shall be evenly split. The arbitrator shall function as the 
Board’s representative in the compliance matter and render a deci-
sion for the Board. However, once the arbitrator has rendered a deci-
sion on the matter of compliance, the Board shall have the sole and 
final authority to set a compliance deadline after which fines shall 
accrue. 

(5) Site Visit: 
As part of its hearing on the complaint, the Board may (but is not 
required to) provide for a structured site visit where the complaining 
member, the responding member, and a representative of the Com-
mittee may, within time limits set by the Board, orient the Board to 
site features and issues involved in the compliance dispute.  Regard-
less of whether the Board determines to conduct such a structured 
site visit, Board members shall be entitled to view the site(s) inde-
pendently as part of their hearing preparation and/or deliberation 
process. 

(6) Fairness: 
While it would be impossible for a neighborhood association to com-
ply strictly with the “appearance of fairness” rules, which apply in 
more formal governmental contexts, Board members whose partici-
pation would genuinely compromise the fairness of the complaint 
resolution process shall not participate in it.  

(7) Informal Hearing: 
At the appointed date and time (unless a structured site visit occurs), 
the Board will convene a hearing (generally at the Clubhouse if the 
facility is available) where the complaining and responding parties 
will have an opportunity to present their positions on the compliance 
matter.  While the Board may, if it deems appropriate, accept com-
ments by other parties with information determined to be important 
to the Board’s decision (e.g., an expert in a particular field, a 
neighbor whom the Board deems to have particular knowledge con-
cerning the facts surrounding the dispute, etc.), presentations will 
generally be by the parties to the dispute themselves. The proceed-
ings shall be recorded, but insubstantial gaps in such recordings shall 
not affect the validity of the Board’s decision. 

(8) Board Deliberation and Decision: 
After hearing from the parties, the Board will, as it deems appropri-
ate, either continue the hearing for further fact-finding or close the 
hearing. Deliberations may be conducted immediately after the close 
of the hearing or at such subsequent time as the Board may desig-

nate.  After reaching a decision through deliberations, and a subse-
quent motion, the Board may either issue a final decision and com-
pliance instructions orally at the close of the proceeding and with the 
parties present, to be included in the Board’s minutes, or direct sub-
sequent preparation of a separate written decision. Subsequent prepa-
ration of a written decision need not occur in public. A Board deci-
sion shall include informal findings and conclusions, as the Board 
deems necessary as well as a specification of compliance required 
and by when.  If a separate written decision is prepared subsequent 
to the hearing, the Board shall promptly transmit it either personally 
or by certified mail, Federal Express, or similar means to each of the 
parties. In its decision, the Board may use its discretion in imposing 
deadlines and requirements for compliance.   

(9) Changed Circumstances 
Required for Repeat Complaints: 

If the Board does not uphold the complaint and determines that it 
does not require compliance action, the complaint may not be re-
brought before the Board unless the Compliance Committee or the 
Board affirmatively determines that there has been a significant 
change in facts or circumstances justifying the complaint.  

(10) Fine Schedule and Collection: 
As part of its decision, the Board may (but is not required to) set a 
date by which compliance must occur and after which fines will ac-
crue.  In general, fines will be $20.00 per day for the first sixty (60) 
days, $30.00 per day for the next sixty (60) days, and $50.00 per day 
thereafter.  Upon good cause shown, the Board may exercise its dis-
cretion to reduce accrued fines, but only after providing an opportu-
nity for the original complaining party to comment on any such re-
quest.  Any fine imposed by the Board shall be the personal obliga-
tion of the person against whom it is imposed, shall also constitute a 
dues assessment secured by a lien upon the Lot owned or occupied 
by that person, and, in addition to other means may be collected as 
an assessment of dues or other charges in any manner permitted un-
der these Bylaws, the Mutual Restrictive Easements, or state law. In 
any action or proceeding brought by the Club for such collection, the 
Club shall be entitled to recover a reasonable sum for attorney’s fees 
and expenses incurred, in addition to taxable costs permitted by law. 

(11) Club Decision Final 
The Board or arbitrator’s decision after an open hearing shall be 
binding and final.  The accrual of fines and the compliance deadline 
established by the Board shall remain in effect unless a court with 
jurisdiction issues an injunction staying the fines and /or compliance 
pending review. 
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Amendment to 2002 Covenant 

Compliance Procedure for 
Covenant Violations 

[New] Section 3(d) 
If violation continues for 45 days after the Board enters its findings and deci-
sion, the Board shall assess fines against the respondent. Fines will be $20.00 
per day for the first thirty (30) days, $30.00 for the next sixty (60) days, and 
$50.00 per day thereafter. Any fine imposed by the Board shall be the per-
sonal obligation of the person or entity against whom it is imposed, shall 
also constitute a dues assessment secured by a lien to be recorded by the 

Board against the Lot owned or occupied by that person or entity, and in 
addition to other means may be collected as an assessment of dues or other 
charges in any manner permitted under the Club's Bylaws, Mutual Re-
strictive Easements, or state law. In any action or proceeding brought by 
the Club for such collection, the Club shall be entitled to recover a reason-
able sum for attorney's fees and expenses incurred, in addition to tax-
able costs permitted by law. 
Section 3(d) shall apply to all decisions of the Board entered subsequent to 
June 1, 2004 finding a covenant violation. With respect to decisions entered 
prior to March 15,2005, the Board shall assess fines beginning thirty days after 
respondent receives notice of the Board's intent to levy fines which shall be 
sent by first class mail and certified mail return receipt requested. The 
Board shall have the sole discretion to reduce or to suspend fines upon 
respondent's furnishing documentation to the Board indicating that compli-
ance with the Board's decision cannot be accomplished for reasons beyond 
respondent's control such as an inability to secure a required permit from 
the City of Shoreline or justifiable delay in securing such a permit. 
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